
The Gwent Level Churches 
 

 
St Mary the Virgin Church, Nash: 

 

 

Nestled approximately 3 kilometres south of Newport, Wales, the Church of 
St Mary the Virgin in Nash stands as a testament to the rich history of the 
region. Often referred to as "the cathedral of the moors" by 
Monmouthshire historian Fred Hando, this medieval masterpiece has 
undergone additions and restorations over the centuries, solidifying its 



significance. Designated a Grade I listed building since 3 January 1963, the 
church's medieval tower with a fine spire has been a beacon for both 
worshippers and admirers of architectural marvels. 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin comprises three distinct parts, each 
representing a different era in its history. The 15th-century steeple, adorned 
with an octagonal spire, stands as a unique feature in Southeast Wales, 
according to architectural historian Newman. This medieval tower, along 
with its intricate design, played a pivotal role in earning the Grade I listing. 

The 18th-century nave and the 19th-century chancel contribute to the 
church's eclectic charm. Inside, a complete Georgian ensemble of galleries, 
box pews, and a three-decker pulpit adds to the historical richness. The 
church's interior was lovingly restored in 2004–2005, ensuring its continued 
preservation for future generations. 

The church's history intertwines with Goldcliff Priory, as evidenced by its 
ownership in 1349 when Robert Arney assumed the benefice. The Arney 
family, during the time of Charles II, bequeathed a cottage and 6 acres of 
land known as "The Poor's Six Acres" to support the parish's impoverished 
residents. A significant 16th-century rebuilding phase transformed the 
church, leaving only the North Wall of the chancel and the squint or 
hagioscope as remnants of the Norman structure. 

The unique squint served a peculiar purpose, allowing individuals with 
contagious diseases like leprosy or smallpox to participate in the service 
without posing a risk to the congregation. The tower's unconventional 
location on the north side of the chancel suggests that the church was once 
much larger, possibly incorporating a North aisle. 

St Mary the Virgin Church has witnessed moments of tragedy and resilience 
throughout history. In the early 20th century, it provided a temporary 
mortuary for five sailors who lost their lives in a violent storm near the East 
Usk Lighthouse. During World War II, the church continued to serve its 
community, accommodating congregations of up to 400. 

One of the defining moments in the church's history is linked to the Great 
Flood of 1607. On 30 January, the Bristol Channel floods claimed numerous 
lives and wreaked havoc on farmland and livestock. Recent research 



suggests that a storm surge was the likely cause. St Mary's church in 
neighbouring Goldcliff features a memorial plaque to commemorate the 
tragic event, with a contemporary depiction portraying a church believed to 
be St Mary's, Nash. 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Nash, stands as a beacon of Welsh history, 
seamlessly blending medieval charm with 18th and 19th-century additions. 
Its Grade I listing underscores its architectural significance, and its storied 
past reflects the resilience of a community that has weathered storms, both 
literal and metaphorical, over the centuries. Today, as Sunday services 
continue and the church opens its doors to visitors, it remains a cherished 
piece of Monmouthshire's cultural heritage. 
 

St Mary Magdalene's, Goldcliff: 

 

St Mary Magdalene's Church in Goldcliff, a medieval parish nestled in the Welsh 
countryside, stands as a captivating blend of history and restoration. Heavily restored 
in the austere Decorated Gothic style during the late nineteenth century, this 
church's origins are shrouded in mystery, with suggestions that it may have initially 
served a more utilitarian purpose as a barn. 



The church, traditionally believed to have been constructed in the fifteenth century, 
underwent significant restoration in the late nineteenth century after sustaining 
damage during storms in 1424. However, surviving medieval elements within the 
structure hint at an even earlier origin. The undivided nave and chancel are 
complemented by a west tower and a medieval south porch, showcasing a 
harmonious fusion of architectural styles spanning centuries. 

The nave, dating back to the twelfth century, exudes historical significance, while the 
fourteenth-century tower adds a vertical dimension to the church's silhouette. The 
fenestration of the nave and chancel, though appearing nineteenth century in style, 
adds a touch of elegance to the overall aesthetic. The castellated tower, with its three 
stages and plain arched openings, stands as a testament to both medieval 
craftsmanship and later restoration efforts. 

St Mary Magdalene's Church is entwined with the history of Goldcliff, with its roots 
possibly reaching back to a time when it served a more practical role as a barn. The 
churchyard, roughly square in shape, is enclosed by drainage ditches, and within its 
bounds lies the stump of what is believed to be a medieval cross, proudly raised 
upon a small mound at the main southern entrance. 

A poignant reminder of the challenges faced by the community is found in a brass 
memorializing a disastrous 'flood' in 1606. This event, likely a flood, left an indelible 
mark on the collective memory of the parish, echoing through the ages as a 
testament to the resilience of those who called St Mary Magdalene's their spiritual 
home. 

St Mary Magdalene's Church in Goldcliff stands as a captivating narrative of 
restoration, resilience, and historical depth. From its possible origin as a medieval 
barn to the storms of the fifteenth century and the subsequent nineteenth-century 
restoration, the church tells a tale of endurance and adaptation. The blend of 
architectural styles within its walls, coupled with the medieval remnants in its 
churchyard, make St Mary Magdalene's a captivating destination for those seeking to 
explore the intricate layers of Welsh history. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Church of St Mary Llanwern: 

 

Nestled amidst the modern landscape dominated by the sights, sounds, and smells 
of the nearby Llanwern steelworks, the Church of Saint Mary Llanwern stands as a 
silent witness to centuries of change. Serving as a "family chapel" to the various 
owners of the now-distant Llanwern Park, this church, with its diminutive size, reflects 
a unique historical role. Despite the disappearance of Llanwern Park's mid-18th-
century mansion in the 1950s, the church continues to hold a special place in the 
hearts of those connected to its storied past. 

St Mary Llanwern is a single cell, aisleless church boasting an attractive west tower, 
more elaborate than its local counterparts. Located on the south side of the lane 
leading from Llanwern village to Bishton, the church is now isolated from the modern 
village, surrounded by the remnants of a once-prominent steelworks. The west tower, 
a distinctive feature, houses five bells, restored to working order in the 1990s, 
offering a harmonious blend of historical charm and practical function. 

For centuries, the church served as a 'family chapel' to the residents of Llanwern Park, 
their staff, and a handful of outlying farms and smallholdings. Despite its diminutive 
size, the church has maintained a crucial connection to the local community. 
'Llanwern,' translated as 'the church among the grove of the alders,' reflects a 
historical context now overshadowed by the industrial landscape. 



The interior boasts a remarkable collection of stained glass, with notable pieces from 
Celtic Studios in the east window and south nave window. A unique Baroque 
alabaster memorial, reminiscent of an oval cartouche, decorates the church, 
showcasing the Salisbury family's historical ties to Llanwern Park. Noteworthy 
features include a piscina with an elaborate canopy, the circular head of an early 
stone cross, and a blocked-up former priests' doorway, each adding to the church's 
historical allure. 

Within the churchyard lies the final resting place of Viscount Rhondda, a key figure in 
Lloyd George's government during World War I and the initiator of food rationing as 
the 'Food Controller.' The memorial to Viscount Rhondda stands as a poignant 
reminder of the church's deep connection to historical events and influential 
personalities. 

St Mary Llanwern, once a chapel to the owners of Llanwern Park, now stands amidst 
the echoes of an industrial transformation. Its architectural charm, historical 
significance, and unique role in local history make it a captivating destination for 
those seeking to explore the layers of time in this Welsh community. The church, with 
its rich tapestry of features and connections to notable figures, invites visitors to 
delve into the interwoven narratives of family, industry, and resilience that define its 
legacy. 
 

Langstone Church: 

 



Nestled within the serene landscape of Langstone, the Church bears witness to the 
passage of centuries and the evolution of architectural styles. With origins dating 
back to the 13th century, this venerable structure has undergone transformations, 
extensions, and restoration, creating a harmonious blend of historical authenticity 
and structural diversity. 

The Church's origins trace back to the 13th century, a testament to the enduring 
spiritual significance of the Langstone community. The nave, with its roots in the 13th 
century, received an extension in 1622, a nod to the changing needs of the 
congregation. A South porch, likely dating from the 16th century, adds a touch of 
historical charm, hinting at an era of architectural craftsmanship. 

A significant chapter in the church's history unfolded in 1907 when a comprehensive 
restoration took place. The result was a rejuvenated structure that retained its 
historical essence while embracing contemporary sensibilities. The North and South 
chapels to the chancel, likely added during this period, stand as witnesses to a 
bygone era's revival. 

Constructed from Blue Lias stone and local pink sandstone, adorned with Roman 
bricks in the porch, the church exudes a captivating blend of textures and colours. 
The roofs, gracefully clad in natural slate, complete the aesthetic ensemble. The 
majority of the fenestration, executed in the Perpendicular style, showcases hollow 
chamfered mullions, cusped heads, and flat hood moulds with simple square labels, 
all intricately set against sandstone dressings. 

The East window, a product of the 19th century, stands as a beacon of craftsmanship 
with its two-light design, quatrefoil to the head, and a simple hoodmould. This 
particular window, a product of its time, adds a touch of Victorian elegance to the 
timeless structure. 

Langstone Church, with its roots reaching into the 13th century, stands as a living 
testament to the enduring spirit of its community. Through centuries of evolution, 
extensions, and restoration, the church has emerged as a tapestry of time, woven 
with architectural styles and craftsmanship from various epochs. As it continues to 
serve the spiritual needs of the Langstone community, the Church invites visitors to 
explore its historical corridors and appreciate the resilience and adaptability that 
define its venerable legacy. 

 

 

 



Saint Cadwaladr Church, Bishton 

 

Nestled within the embrace of time, the village church of Bishton stands as a silent 
sentinel, its foundations echoing with history that spans over 600 years. Yet, the full 
name - the Church of St Cadwaladr - unravels a story that extends far beyond, to the 
era of Cadwaladr ap Cadwallon, the last Celtic Welsh King of Gwynedd, whose reign 
and legacy left an indelible mark on both Welsh history and the Christian faith. 

In the tumultuous years between 655 and 682 AD, Cadwaladr ruled as the King of 
Gwynedd, the last to claim the title of King of Britain during a time of warring 
princedoms and Saxon invasions. A fervent supporter of the early Christian Church, 
Cadwaladr's legacy extended beyond his earthly reign, and he was later canonized. 
Today, the Church of St Cadwaladr in Bishton is one of three churches in Wales to 
bear his revered name. 

The original wooden church, a humble structure, witnessed the changing tides of 
history, particularly the Norman occupation, which prompted its reconstruction in 
stone. The present-day church showcases architectural features typical of the 14th 
and 15th centuries, including a majestic 15th-century tower with an embattled 
parapet. The late medieval octagonal font, a 14th-century two-light window in the 



South chancel wall, and a 15th-century inner doorway all contribute to the church's 
timeless charm. 

Over the centuries, St Cadwaladr's Church underwent repairs and restoration, 
reflecting the resilience of both the structure and the community it served. Extensive 
repairs in 1760, following the partial collapse of the tower, and the addition of the 
porch in 1887 are markers of the church's adaptability to the changing times. 

The single church bell, dating back to 1663, serves as a tangible link to historical 
events, likely installed as a thanksgiving for the Restoration of the Monarchy and the 
Anglican church after the Cromwellian period. As visitors explore the church, they are 
encouraged to look for the intricately carved stone heads in the chancel arch, 
representing the priest, the monk, the nun, and the happy man, each offering a 
glimpse into the past. 

The name 'Bishton,' a corruption of 'Bishopstown,' harks back to a time when the 
Bishops of Llandaff had a palace at Bishton. Unfortunately, the grandeur of the 
episcopal residence was lost during the 15th-century uprising led by Owain Glyndŵr. 

St Cadwaladr's Church in Bishton stands not only as a physical embodiment of 
architectural splendour but also as a repository of tales that stretch across centuries. 
From the royal patronage of Cadwaladr to the enduring presence of the church in 
the face of challenges and reconstructions, St Cadwaladr's Church continues to 
narrate a story that resonates with the spirit of Welsh history and Christian devotion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary's Church, Wilcrick 

 

 

Nestled amidst the picturesque landscape, St Mary's Church in Wilcrick stands as a 
testament to centuries of history, spirituality, and communal resilience. Dedicated to 
St. Mary, this parish church has played a vital role in the lives of the local community, 
historically sharing its minister with the neighbouring parish of Llanmartin. 

Throughout its history, the parish church of St Mary's has witnessed a shared 
ministerial responsibility with Llanmartin. Only two ministers, Peter Ameline in 1535 
and Edmond Jones, who was instituted to Wilcrick on 16 July 1631, did not also serve 
at Llanmartin. Subsequently, the annals of ministerial service reveal a consistent 
overlap in names and dates, emphasizing the interconnected spiritual destinies of 
these neighbouring parishes. 

A notable feature of St Mary's Church is its bell, a resonant echo from the past cast in 
1726 by the Evans foundry of Chepstow. This enduring artifact stands as a melodic 
witness to the passage of time, calling the faithful to worship and marking significant 
moments in the community's collective memory. 

The name 'Wilcrick,' a Welsh toponym, translates to 'bare hill.' This geographical 
feature, now adorned with trees, once served as the location of an Iron Age fort. The 



hill's strategic significance lay in its panoramic views down the Severn Estuary, 
providing an early warning system against potential Irish invasions up the estuary. St 
Mary's Church, nestled on the lower slope of this historic hill, carries with it the 
echoes of a larger settlement that faded into abandonment during the Middle Ages, 
mirroring the fate of several neighbouring locations. 

St Mary's Church, Wilcrick, stands as both a spiritual sanctuary and a custodian of 
local history. Its dedication to St. Mary, shared ministerial legacy, and the tangible 
echoes of the past, such as the bell of 1726, create a narrative woven with threads of 
faith, community, and resilience. As parishioners gather within its historic walls, St 
Mary's Church continues to be a living testament to the enduring spirit of Wilcrick 
and its storied past. 

Church of St Thomas, Redwick 

 

 

Nestled to the southeast of Newport, South Wales, the Church of St Thomas in 
Redwick is a medieval gem that stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of the 
local community. With its origins possibly dating back to the twelfth century, this 
Perpendicular-style church, boasting elements from the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, was rightfully granted Grade I listing on 3 January 1963. A unique feature, 



its central tower standing between the chancel and the nave, sets it apart, 
contributing to what has been described as an "unusual plan." 

St Thomas's Church carries the weight of history within its walls, possibly tracing its 
roots to the twelfth century. The Perpendicular style, prevalent in its architecture, 
showcases the craftsmanship of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The central 
tower, an uncommon feature, stands as a testament to the uniqueness of the 
church's design, adding a distinctive character to the ecclesiastical landscape. 

Endurance Through the Ages: The Great Flood of 1606/7 

Like many churches in the Gwent Levels, St Thomas's Church faced the ravages of the 
Great Flood of 1606/7. The mark on the wall of the porch serves as a poignant 
reminder, capturing the height reached by the floodwaters during that catastrophic 
event. The church, resilient against the forces of nature, emerged from this trial as a 
symbol of endurance. 

In 1874-5, extensive restoration work was undertaken by James Norton, breathing 
new life into the historic structure. This period of renovation not only preserved the 
architectural integrity but also ensured that St Thomas's Church would continue to 
stand as a beacon for generations to come. The restoration work by Norton stands as 
a testament to the commitment to preserving the cultural and historical heritage 
embedded in the church's stones. 

St Thomas's Church in Redwick is more than a place of worship; it is a living 
testament to the history and resilience of the local community. From its possibly 
twelfth-century origins to the unique design elements and the challenges posed by 
the Great Flood, the church has weathered the tides of time. The restoration efforts 
in the late nineteenth century further affirm the dedication to preserving this 
architectural marvel. Today, St Thomas's Church stands proudly, inviting visitors to 
witness not just its physical beauty but the rich tapestry of stories woven into its 
stones over centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Church of St Bride’s Netherwent 

 

Nestled in the serene countryside, alongside the remnants of a deserted medieval 
village, the Church of St. Brigid, or St. Bridget, stands as a silent witness to the ebb 
and flow of centuries. Founded in the 10th century by Brochwael, the son of Meurig 
of Gwent, this sacred edifice has weathered the hands of time, with its tower dating 
back to the 13th or 14th century. The 19th-century reconstruction of the church's 
body, undertaken due to dilapidation, ensures the continuation of its spiritual legacy. 

Rooted in history, the Church of St. Brigid in St. Brides Netherwent has its origins 
attributed to Brochwael in the 10th century. The medieval echoes of this sacred 
ground resonate through the quiet countryside, connecting the present to a time 
long past. The tower, a resilient structure, harks back to the 13th or 14th century, a 
tangible link to the church's enduring heritage. 

As the body of the church succumbed to the wear of time, the 19th century 
witnessed a renewal. Dilapidation necessitated a reconstruction, breathing new life 
into the sacred space. The endeavour to preserve the essence of St. Brigid's Church 
ensured that its spiritual significance would persist into the future, creating a bridge 
between centuries. 



Once part of the medieval lordship of Striguil, the parish carries echoes of a bygone 
era. Its distinction from the village of St. Brides Wentloog to the west of Newport is 
encapsulated in the name "Netherwent." This English moniker, dating from the 
Norman period, refers to the Welsh cantref of Gwent-is-coed, translating to "Gwent 
beneath the wood," with "went" echoing the legacy of the Roman town of Venta, 
transformed into Caerwent. 

St. Brides Netherwent, aside from the scattered farmhouses dotting the landscape, 
experienced a poignant chapter in the 18th century. Once a clustered centre of life, 
the village succumbed to abandonment, and the tranquil winds carried away the 
echoes of its bustling past, leaving the Church of St. Brigid as a solitary guardian of 
memories. 

St. Brigid's Church in St. Brides Netherwent stands as more than a physical structure; 
it embodies the passage of time, the resilience of faith, and the whispers of history 
carried by the winds. From its foundation in the 10th century through medieval 
lordships, reconstruction, and the abandonment of the village, the church remains a 
tranquil haven, inviting contemplation amidst the quiet countryside, where the 
shadows of a deserted medieval village still dance in the dappled sunlight. 

St Mary’s Church, Undy 

 



Nestled in the heart of Undy, St Mary's Church stands as a silent testament to the 
passage of centuries, echoing with the whispers of history and spiritual devotion. 
With its roots reaching back to the twelfth century, this sacred edifice has undergone 
transformations, restorations, and a continued commitment to preserving its 
historical and spiritual legacy. 

Dating back to the twelfth century, St Mary's Church boasts a heritage that spans 
centuries. The pointed chancel, an architectural gem from the following century, 
underwent extensions at an unclear later date. The year 1880 marked a significant 
chapter in the church's history when John Prichard orchestrated a major restoration. 
During this period, the north nave window found its place in the structure, seamlessly 
blending with the older windows that bore witness to times gone by. 

In the restoration of 1880, John Prichard left an indelible mark on St Mary's Church. 
The removal of a small tower that once graced the centre of the structure marked a 
significant change, replaced by a comparably large bell turret that now adds its own 
character to the church's silhouette. The meticulous craftsmanship of this period has 
contributed to the church's enduring charm and continued service as a spiritual 
haven for the community. 

As one explores the church, the porch stands as a carved testament to the 
community's continuity and stewardship. The names of churchwardens in service in 
1790, etched into the stone, bridge the gap between past and present, connecting 
generations through shared dedication to the spiritual life of St Mary's Church. 

In 2001, a second restoration breathed new life into St Mary's Church, ensuring its 
structural integrity and preserving its timeless allure for generations to come. This 
commitment to maintenance and restoration speaks to the ongoing reverence and 
care the community invests in their cherished spiritual home. 

St Mary's Church in Undy, with its roots in the twelfth century, encapsulates the 
evolution of both architecture and spirituality. From the pointed chancel to the 
transformative restorations of John Prichard and the continued care in the present 
day, the church stands as a living testament to the intertwining threads of history, 
faith, and community. As the bell turret reaches towards the heavens, St Mary's 
Church remains a beacon of continuity and spiritual solace for the Undy community, 
inviting all to partake in its rich tapestry of time. 

 

 

 



St Michael and All Saints Church, Llanfihangel Rogiet. 

 

Nestled within the embrace of time, St Michael, and All Saints Church in Llanfihangel 
Rogiet stands as a venerable sanctuary, with most of its architectural fabric dating 
back to the 13th century. This spiritual haven has witnessed centuries of worship, 
weathered the tides of history, and bore witness to remarkable moments of 
restoration that have breathed new life into its ancient stones. 

The enduring beauty of St Michael and All Saints Church is rooted in its ancient 
origins, with much of the architectural fabric dating back to the 13th century. This 
sacred space, shaped by the hands of medieval craftsmen, has stood the test of time, 
welcoming generations of worshippers through its hallowed doors. 

In the following century, the chancel of the church was extended, adding another 
layer to its architectural and spiritual richness. Each stone and archway tell a tale of 
the faithful who have sought solace within its walls, creating a timeless connection 
between the medieval past and the present. 

In 1904, a transformative restoration breathed new life into St Michael and All Saints 
Church, guided by the skilled hands of architect Henry Prothero from Cheltenham. 
The financial support for this endeavour came from Lord Tredegar, a testament to 



the communal commitment to preserving the heritage of this sacred space. The 
restoration work included the rebuilding of the north aisle, a significant undertaking 
that would reveal hidden treasures. 

As the north aisle was rebuilt, a moment of archaeological serendipity unfolded. Two 
medieval effigies were uncovered, offering glimpses into the lives of the past. One 
effigy was identified as Anne Martel, while the other, possibly her husband, John, 
added a human touch to the historical narrative. Additionally, the restoration 
revealed a squint, a subtle architectural feature bridging the aisle and the chancel, 
adding to the layers of discovery within the church. 

St Michael and All Saints Church in Llanfihangel Rogiet, with its roots reaching back 
to the 13th century, stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of faith and 
restoration. The architectural symphony created by medieval craftsmen has been 
lovingly preserved through the centuries, and the restoration of 1904 brought new 
vitality to this spiritual sanctuary. As worshippers enter the sacred space, they are 
surrounded by not only the echoes of the medieval past but also the stories 
uncovered during moments of careful restoration, creating a timeless tapestry that 
weaves together the threads of history, faith, and community. 

 
 

St Mary's Church, Caldicot: 

 



Nestled on the shores of the Bristol Channel, St Mary's Church in Caldicot 
stands as a sacred testament to centuries of history, faith, and the enduring 
spirit of renewal. From its ancient origins mentioned in the Domesday Book 
to the 19th and 20th-century restorations, this parish has evolved as a 
spiritual haven for the community. 

Caldicot, a parish blessed by the waters of the Nedden brook, has been a 
beacon of community life for centuries. Its proximity to Portskewett and 
Severn Tunnel station has made it a focal point in the Southern division of 
the county, offering solace and spiritual guidance to generations of 
residents. 

St Mary's Church, primarily constructed of limestone with freestone 
dressings, showcases an architectural journey spanning various periods. The 
church, predominantly in the Perpendicular style, boasts an embattled 
tower, a clock, and eight bells that resonate through time. The porch, with a 
unique staircase leading to a possible parvise, holds remnants of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary's figure and a rudely cut consecration cross. 

The restoration of St Mary's Church in August 1851 breathed new life into 
the ancient stones. Undertaken by the architect Henry Woodyer, the 15th-
century north aisle was rebuilt, and stained-glass windows were replaced, 
adding a touch of Victorian splendour. A lych-gate, a symbol of modern 
reverence, welcomes visitors to this timeless sanctuary. 

The living of St Mary's is a vicarage, overseen by the Rev. Frederick William 
Clarke since 1893. The church, with its 450 sittings, not only serves as a 
place of worship but also as a spiritual and communal hub, nurturing the 
faith and wellbeing of the parishioners. 

Beyond the main church, the mission church of St. Bartholomew at 
Highmoor hill and the iron church of St. Michael and All Angels at Severn 
Tinplate works speak to the mission and outreach efforts, providing 
spiritual support to various corners of the community. 

The historical records of a church at this location before the Norman 
conquest, as mentioned in Domesday Book and King John's charter, weave 
an intricate tapestry of the church's origins. Augustinian canons from 



Llanthony Secunda played a crucial role in building the church atop the 
older structure, dedicated to St Bride, around AD 900. 

St Mary's Church in Caldicot is more than a structure; it is a living testament 
to the spiritual, historical, and communal fabric of the parish. From ancient 
roots and medieval construction to the 19th and 20th-century restorations, 
each chapter in its history has added layers to the rich tapestry that defines 
this sacred space. As the bells toll, St Mary's Church stands as a beacon, 
inviting all to partake in its timeless journey of faith, renewal, and 
community. 
 

 

St Tewdric's Church, Mathern: 

 

St Tewdric's Church in Mathern, Monmouthshire, Wales, stands as a venerable 
testament to centuries of spiritual devotion, reconstruction, and Victorian renewal. 
Believed to be built over the resting place of Saint Tewdrig, the church's roots date 
back to the 6th century, creating a sacred space that has withstood the tests of time. 

The church derives its name from Saint Tewdrig, an esteemed figure whose resting 
place is purportedly beneath the sacred grounds. Saint Tewdric's legacy, intertwined 
with the history of Mathern, has fostered a sense of sanctity that echoes through the 
centuries. 



The origins of St Tewdric's Church can be traced back to the 6th century, a testament 
to the enduring nature of faith in this hallowed ground. The site has served as a 
spiritual anchor for the community, witnessing the ebb and flow of centuries while 
remaining a steadfast beacon of devotion. 

The Normans, recognizing the significance of this sacred site, undertook the 
reconstruction of St Tewdric's Church in the Early English style. Their architectural 
imprint, visible in the structure's form and design, further solidified the church's place 
as a focal point for worship and reflection. 

The Victorian era witnessed a renewal of St Tewdric's Church, as the Victorians 
sought to preserve and enhance the historical and architectural integrity of this 
sacred space. This dedication to restoration culminated in the church being 
designated a Grade I listed building, recognizing its significance on a national level. 

St Tewdric's Church stands proudly as a Grade I listed building, a distinction that 
acknowledges its architectural and historical importance. This designation safeguards 
the church's legacy, ensuring that future generations can continue to experience the 
spiritual resonance embedded in its walls. 

St Tewdric's Church in Mathern, with its roots reaching back to the 6th century, 
encapsulates the enduring spirit of faith and community. From the purported resting 
place of Saint Tewdrig to the Norman reconstruction and Victorian renewal, each 
chapter in its history has added layers to the sacred tapestry that defines this 
hallowed ground. As the church continues to stand as a Grade I listed building, it 
remains an enduring sanctuary, inviting all to partake in its timeless journey of 
sanctity and devotion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St Tecla's Chapel at Chapel Rock Holy Well: 

 

Perched on a small island amidst the sweeping tides of the Severn Estuary, St Tecla's 
Chapel at Chapel Rock Holy Well emerges as a testament to spiritual solitude, 
resilience, and the enduring quest for healing waters. This sacred site, situated a mile 
south of the village of Beachley near the Severn Bridge, unfolds a rich tapestry of 
history and devotion. 

St Tecla's Chapel, now in ruin, once stood proudly on this small island, bearing 
witness to services held during the low tide up until at least the mid-16th century. 
The chapel, in use during the 14th century, was an oasis of worship surrounded by 
the ever-changing estuarine landscape. Accessible only during low tide, the perilous 
journey added an air of reverence to the place. 

Navigating the tidal waters to reach St Tecla's Chapel required courage and 
knowledge of the shifting currents. The chapel's location in the heart of the estuary 
rendered it an isolated haven for spiritual reflection and solitude. Even today, 
attempting to reach the chapel without understanding tidal conditions poses 
significant risks, underscoring the challenges faced by worshippers throughout 
history. 



St Tecla, sometimes spelled Tecia or Treacla, is believed to have been a 4th or 5th-
century anchoress who forsook her father's opulent life in Gwynedd to embrace 
Christian asceticism. The daughter of Requli or Reguli, a Roman of distinction, St 
Tecla met a tragic end, murdered by pirates. Despite her demise, her legacy lives on 
in dedications across Wales, including the remote Chapel Rock Holy Well. 

Nestled within the ruins of the tiny chapel, St Tecla's holy well or sacred spring is 
believed to possess curative properties. Pilgrims seeking solace and healing waters 
have been drawn to this mystical spring, creating a tradition that endures within the 
chapel's remnants. 

A small lighthouse now stands on the island, a modern symbol echoing the 
navigational significance of the chapel. In centuries past, a chapel dedicated to St 
Twrog, possibly housing a navigation light, replaced St Tecla's original refuge. 
However, the ravages of time left it in ruins before the 18th century. 

St Tecla's Chapel at Chapel Rock Holy Well emerges from the tidal embrace of the 
Severn Estuary as a resilient testament to spiritual devotion and the quest for healing. 
The perilous journey through shifting tides and the isolation of the island adds layers 
of reverence to this sacred site. As the ruins echo tales of St Tecla's ascetic journey 
and the curative powers of the holy well, the chapel stands as a beacon, inviting 
contemplation, pilgrimage, and a connection to the spiritual currents that have 
flowed through this estuarine sanctuary across the ages. 

The Great Flood of 1606/7 

 



The Great Flood of 1606/7, synonymous with the Bristol Channel floods of 1607, 
stands as a haunting testament to the vulnerability of coastal regions, particularly the 
Severn Estuary and the Gwent Levels. This catastrophic event, etched into British 
history, unfolded on January 30, 1607, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape 
and communities of the time. 

While the exact cause of the flood remains a topic of historical debate, consensus 
leans towards a convergence of factors. A storm surge, possibly intensified by high 
spring tides and atmospheric conditions, led to the breach of sea defences, 
unleashing a torrent that engulfed low-lying coastal areas. 

The floodwaters surged across the Bristol Channel and Severn Estuary, inundating 
regions in both England and Wales. The Gwent Levels, characterized by marshes, 
wetlands, and reclaimed land, bore the brunt of the catastrophe. Coastal 
communities, farmlands, and settlements succumbed to the relentless deluge, 
resulting in widespread devastation. 

The Gwent Levels, with its marshy terrain and reclaimed land, proved particularly 
susceptible to the advancing floodwaters. Breached sea defences led to the 
inundation of vast stretches of agricultural land, causing irreparable damage to 
crops, livestock, and settlements. Both rural and urban communities along the 
estuary grappled with the profound impact of the calamity. 

The toll exacted by the flood extended beyond the physical landscape. Lives were 
lost, and communities faced widespread suffering. The destruction of farmlands 
brought economic hardship to those reliant on agriculture, further compounding the 
tragedy. 

Historical accounts of the flood vary, with some suggesting additional factors like a 
tsunami or surge induced by underwater landslides. Contemporary records, including 
diaries, pamphlets, and official reports, provide invaluable insights into the human 
experience amidst the deluge, capturing the trauma of the affected communities. 

The repercussions of the Great Flood of 1606/7 resonated far beyond its immediate 
aftermath. The disaster spurred conversations about the necessity for enhanced sea 
defences and flood protection measures. It etched a lasting imprint on the collective 
memory of impacted communities, influencing local folklore and cultural narratives. 

In the wake of the flood, concerted efforts were undertaken to fortify flood defences 
along the estuary. Sea walls, embankments, and other protective measures were 
constructed to mitigate the risk of similar catastrophic events in the future. 

The Great Flood of 1606/7 serves as a poignant reminder of the precarious nature of 
low-lying coastal areas in the face of natural disasters. Its enduring legacy 



underscores the imperative of robust and adaptive flood management strategies in 
safeguarding communities inhabiting estuarine regions. 

The Great Flood of 1606/7 had lasting consequences for the affected regions. It 
prompted discussions about the need for improved sea defences and flood 
protection measures. The disaster also left a lasting imprint on the collective memory 
of the communities impacted, influencing local folklore and cultural narratives. 

In the aftermath of the flood, efforts were made to enhance flood defences along the 
estuary. The construction of sea walls, embankments, and other protective measures 
aimed to mitigate the risk of similar catastrophic events in the future. 

The Great Flood of 1606/7 stands as a reminder of the vulnerability of low-lying 
coastal areas to natural disasters and the importance of effective flood management 
strategies in safeguarding communities in estuarine regions. 

 
Summary 

 
This collaborative article, presenting a concise history of the Churches on 
the Gwent Levels, is a joint effort by myself and John Gale from the 
Newport History Society. It aims to shed light on the rich and diverse 
heritage of these churches, each bearing witness to the cultural and 
historical tapestry woven across the Gwent Levels. 

As we reflect on the individual narratives of St Mary the Virgin in Nash, St 
Mary Magdalene's in Goldcliff, the Church of Saint Mary in Llanwern, and 
many others, it becomes evident that these structures are not merely 
architectural marvels but repositories of centuries-old stories. The tales of 
floods, restorations, and the intricate details within the churches intertwine 
with the broader history of the communities they have served. 

The Great Flood of 1606/7, a pivotal moment in the region's history, left an 
indelible mark on the landscape and collective memory. Its impact on these 
churches underscores the resilience and adaptability of communities as 
they navigated through times of adversity. 

In the aftermath of the flood, the churches played a crucial role in providing 
solace and a sense of continuity. They became focal points for restoration 
efforts, symbolizing the enduring spirit of the people. The subsequent 
centuries saw a continuous interplay between historical events and the 



churches' evolution, each chapter contributing to the layered narrative of 
the Gwent Levels. 

This collaborative endeavour between myself and John Gale seeks to 
highlight not only the architectural significance of these churches but also 
the living history embedded in their walls.  

As guardians of history, these churches stand as silent witnesses to the ebb 
and flow of time, linking generations and preserving the essence of the 
Gwent Levels' cultural heritage. 

May this collective exploration inspire further appreciation for the Churches 
on the Gwent Levels and foster a deeper understanding of the intricate 
threads that bind them to the vibrant history of this unique landscape. 

Graham T Emmanuel - 2024 
 
 


